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slinibs to make tlie place attractive. After office
hours, naval officers may gather together at this
Club for recreation and mutual fellowship. In the
garden, a temple should be erected to the memory
of Li Hung-chang, Tso and Shen, and dates be
selected in spring and autumn upon which the
Ministry of the Navy would ofier sacrifices to the
spirits of these founders of the Chinese navy."
Not Li Hung-chang himself could have devised a more
suitable spot for his temple !
It may be suggested that this Memorial does not
necessarily represent any general opinion of con-
temporary China in regard to Li's career, for the
reason that President Yuan Shih-k'ai, being Li's
protege^ was bound to show due reverence to his
name, and to arrange the mise-en-scene for such acts
of homage. But this is not so : it is not the individual,
but the mandarin tradition, which here pays its
respects to one of its most eminent and successful
exponents. If we are unable to sympathise with
this tradition, if we fail to appreciate the Oriental
system of " culture," in which words ceased ages ago
to have any direct relation to facts, if we condemn
Li Hung-chang because, in spite of his words, his
works failed to infuse into the military ad-ministration
of China a system utterly opposed to that form of
culture, let us remember that "we are what wind
and waters make us," and that it is not possible to
modify the traditions of a race, or even of a caste,
in the brief space of a generation. Finally, in con-
doning Li's failures, let us remember that the Chinese
system of government, and the class which directs
it, derive their inspiration from the Confucian
philosophy much more consistently than European

